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CITIES of REFUGE 
applied to CHRIST. 
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applied to CHRIST. 
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My dear Brethren & Siſters in the Lord Jeſus, 


GAST Lorp's-Day I expe- 
Rx perienced fome ſweetneſs and 
L enlargement in ſpeaking from 
D theſe words, Heb. vi. 18, 19, 20. 
rin o have fled for refuge to lay 
hold upou the hope ſet before us; 
which hope we have as an anchor of the ſoul, 
both ſure and fledfaſt, and which entereth into 
that within the vail, &c.----- Here I uſed my 
endeavours to demonſtrate, that Chriſt is the 
alone refuge for all penitent ſinners; namely, 
all that are awakened to their imminent dan- 
ger, and who are enlightened to ſee their loſt 
and undone ſtate, as well through actual ag 
original fin, 


CHRIST 
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"RA ARIS r Gur refuge is referred t&the cities 
of retu under the law, which we read of jt 
Joſhua, chapter xx. three were on this ſite 
Jordan, ant three on the other ſide, Thele 
were appointed an a/y/um by Gon for the 
manſlayer, that he might flee into one of 
them bom the avenger of blood. The man- 
ſlayer, I humbly apprehend to be an emblem 


of ſinners in general; the avenger of blood 


may juſtly repreſent law, juſtice, and what- 
ſoever is formidable to our ſouls. The man- 
Nayer, to haſten his flight, muſt beforehand 
be thoroughly convinced that there is a place 
of ſafety, a city of refuge; he muſt alſo be 
ſenſible of his crime and guilt, or elſe he 
would never make an attempt to eſcape thi- 
ther for protection and ſafety. As he runs, 
he is oppreſſed with fears, which are attended 
with a noaly languor, leſt the avenger of 
blood in purfuit ſhould be cloſe at his heels, 
and conſequently ſeize upon him as his law- 
ful captive before he could get into the city 
of retuge, and lay hold upon the hope ſet 
before him. There was inſcribed in large 
characters upon the gates of the city, Re- 
Fuge, Refuge! and all obſtacles in the roads, 
or avenues leading thereto, were remeved 
out of the way, and the cities were fituated 
either upon high eminences or mountains, 
that they might be diſcerned at a diſtance, 
and become conſpicuous to all men. 
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Now, my dear friends, what do you think 


re of the above account? I am apt to imagine 
11 that you have made the application already, 
TY: and that it is needleſs for me to make any 
of further enlargement; but then, as divine 
* truths are not like old ballads, or unproſit- 
a: able tables, conſequently the more we ſpeak, 
and the longer we dwell upon them, the 
od TIT; 
> : more ſweet and palatable they will favour to 
at- . * 
m. our taſtes. There is ſomething alluring and 
we © engaging in the ways of Gop, to a child of 
* # Gop; he is renewed, and participates of a 
** more intimate communion with his Maker; 


he is made more lively and experienced by 
the exerciſe of his graces, and the addition 


A of freſh ſupphes from the inexhauſtible foun- 
d tain of living waters. I mention not theſe 
of particulars by way of information or inſtruc- 
Is tion, but purely with an intention that you, 
5. may take a retroſpective view of the dangers 
a you have eſcaped, and recat to your memo- 
M ries the invaluable bleſſings you have re- 


ceived through the wounds of your Re- 
deemer. You all have fled for retuge to 
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* IR Jfsvs Cunnrsrt; you faw the brandiſhing 
4 of the [word of juſtice over your heads, 
4 which was ready to pierce your entrails, 
| and drive you before its point to eternal 
y ruin and perdition. You ſaw that you were 


under the curſe of the law, having tranſ- 
greſſed againſt the purity thereof in thought, 
word, and deed. You were compelled to 


cry 
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ery ont Guilty, Guilty. You werethen directed 
by the unerring SPIRIT of the living God to 
the city of refuge; you fled to the bleſſed 
JEsUs to be ſaved from the wrath to come; 
you had recourſe to him as your only re- 
tuge; and when you came to him, far from 
being diſappointed i in your expectations, you 
met an allemblage 1 in him af all that is truly 
great and ominipotent, as grace, truth, mercy, 
and ſalvation; and then free grace was the 
ſweet ſubject of your ſong. Reluge, Refuge!“ 
this is a powerful cry 
blood! It is all one as if it ſaid, Stop! Stop! 
See! See! Refuge! Refuge here! Touch him 
not. Let law, juſtice, wrath, and curſe, take 
to them wings and flee away; he is beyond 
their empire;---the Son hath made him free, 
he ſhall be free indeed! 
he ſinner then upon cool reflection, and 
from the ecſtaly of a grateful heart, crics 
out, I am ſaved! I am ſaved! I narrowly el- 
caped with my life from the fire and brim- 
ſtone that was ſhowered down upon Sodom. 
My lot has fallen unto me in a pleaſant place. 
While I ſojourn in this vale of miſery, 1 
will exult and triumph in free grace. I am 
an example of the power and efficacy*of my 
Saviour's blood and attonement. Let the 
avenger of blood purſue ſome other path, he 
has no power to injure a veſlel of mercy. 
The three cities on this ſide Jordan are 
as follow, viz. Kedeſh, Shecliem, and Hebron: 
They 


"i 


n 


to the avenger of 


name 


and f 


F * 
TRY TM La | 5 
{ = 
ae ia 


= a_ 


fed 


They were upon three diſſerent mountains, 
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lainneſs of the Goſpel, and the condeſcend- 
ing love of CHRIST to poor, penitent, 


heavy-laden ſinners, that all may experiment- 
© ally know and fee, and ſpiritually feel the 
truth, as it is in J 


E SUS. Kedeſh was upon 
mount Nephtalt. +Kedeſh ſignifies 22 


and the mount upon which it ſtands ſignifies 


ureſtling; ſo that CHRIST is made unto us 


holineſs as well as righteouſneſs; conſe- 


@ quently they who are ſavingly brought to 


CHRIST by faith, have their hearts purified, 
their inward man changed and renewed ; 
they are brought from under the power of 
ſin and the condemnatory power of the law; 
they are made more than conquerors, and 
become victorious upon the mount of wreft- 
ling. The people of Gop are wreſtlers ; 
they plead with their Gop for his bleſſings, 


4 namely, for his illuminating grace and di- 


rection, for the aſſiſtance of his SPIRIT, 


and for his chearing preſence and love ſhed 


abroad in their hearts. They take the king» 
dom of Gop with violence; they wreſtle 
againſt principalities and powers, againſt the 
world, the fleſh, and the Devil: they are an 
holy generation, a royal prieſthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people. 

The next city is Shechem; this city is upon 
mount Ephraim. Shechem ſigniſies portion; 


and Aphraim, fruitful, The LORD JESUS 
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Juda, cannot but praiſe and exalt him for 


is the portion of all his people; he is their 
inheritance and invaluable portion in ſo emi- 
nent a degree, that they entirely caſt their 
cares upon him, as knowing that he is in. 
finitely ſufficient to anſwer all their neceſh. 
ties, and ſupply all their wants, be they ever 
ſo many, perplexing, or vexatious. A due 
conſideratton of the bleſſings that flow from 
our IMMANUEL, is a motive mighty thrg' 
God to make a rebellious people ſincerely zea- 
lous and fruitful in works of Faith, and to the 
pulling down of ſtrong-holds, and to the bring. 
ing all thoughts to the obedience of CHRJsT, 
O that in theſe days many more were truly 


fixed upon mount Ephraim! 


The next city is Hebron, upon mount 
Juda. Hebron niger fellowſhip; and Juda, 
praiſe. Thoſe that are in CHRIST, have 
fellowſhip with the FATHER and the Soy, 
and that by the 1 of the SPIRIT, 
in the exerciſe of his ordinances, and other 
means, in which he beſtows his grace upon 


them. Theſe have fellowſhip, not with the | ” 


unfruitful works of darkneſs, but with the 
ſaints, Who are called out of darkneſs into 
his marvellous light. Fellowſhip cannot ſub- 
ſift without love and union, for umor 1s the 
cauſe and the original of our fouls commu. 
nion with our Gop and each other. This 


rs being upon the mount indeed; conſequently 


they who are happily ſituated upon mount 
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Wuch unmerited favours received; and the 
1 purport of their ſong 18, Bleſſed be the Lamb, 
Vor he hath redeemed us unto himſelf, Who- 
Never is in CHRIST, is a partaker of theſe 
bleſſings. I muſt own there are many evils 
chat daily occur to pull us down ſrom mount 
Pie: ut none greater than our corrupt 
nature and unbelief. Now the unclean le- 
per, who is truly ſenſible of theſe calamities, 
vill, without loſs of time, flee to CHRIST 
Wor holzneſs, fruitfulnes, fellowſhip, and praiſe; 
Wor the ſpirit of praiſe, for refuge and ſafety; 
Band he that thus cometh unto him, he will in 
no w/e 7 out. I remember a ſtory that is 
Welated of one of the heathen philoſophers: 
As he was walking out, he took particular 
notice of a little bird that was cloſely purſued 


by a hawk; and when he was almoſt in the 


he boſom of the philolopher. Ah! ſaid he, 
nd didſt thou flee unto me for refuge? TI 
Prill not hart thee; thou ſhalt receive thy 
pſual liberty. Juſt ſo it is with poor fouls, 
Irho are tenderly embraced in the arms of 
heir Redeemer, upon their coming unto him 
Peary and heavy-laden. The tenderneſs of 
WL HRIST's heart, his pity and compaſſion to 
noſe who are truly of broken and contrite 
Wearts, and who he humbled in the duſt at 
. Is feet, is indeed wonderſul and amazing. 
Lis man receiveiſi ſinners, ſaith the Phariſee. 
me, he does fo; and bleſſed be his holy 


Name 


Walons of his enemy, he fled for ſafety into 
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name for the fame: Publicans and harlots wit 
enter into his kingdom before a Phariſee..... 
Send a wretched Samaritan finner to him: 
the Phariſees will uſe their utmoſt rhetoric © 
convict and ſtone ſuch a delinquent, but the 
blefled Jes Us will reply, He that ig withou 
fin among ft you, let him firſt caſt a ſtone u 
her; but they, convicted in their own con. 
ſciences, will ſhamefully retire one by one, 
and then, out of his unbounded Fans fg e wil 
fay to the guilty criminal, I condemn thee not; 
go and fin no more. There is no condemna 
fron to them that are in CHRIST JESUS; 
their. huſband is their Maker, their ſurety, 
and their friend. 
There are many more truths couched i 
the words of the text. The ſoul 1s compared 
to a ſhip, and hope to an anchor. The ſow 
| is the ſhip; grace is the ballaſt; the helm » 
| the will; the fails are heavenly affection 
faith and love; the pilot is CHRIST; the ſa 
|| is this world, where we are expoſed to a mul 
| tiplicity of * the rocks and quick ſand 
are errors in judgment, and ſelf-righteouſneſ 
the pirates or ſea-robbers are the temptation 
of the devil, which are continually aſſaulting u 
as with fiery darts, and warring againſt the ſoul, 
The world is tempeſtnouſly aſſailed with ſnare 
and innumerable evils, ſuch as perſecution 
eroſſes, afflictions, unbeliet, hardnels of heart,$ 
pride, with many others; but bleſſed be Go), 
CaR1sT is our pilot, moſt wi/e, moſt * 
my» 
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Hee.-..Mnoſt tremendous, and moſt powerful! The 
o him; blackeſt clouds, and the thickeſt darkneſs, 
toric i cannot obſcure us from his ſight! Darkneſs 
but che and light are both alike unto him. He will 
withouRFhe our guide unto death; and the bleſſed gale 
tone al chat —9 2 us on our voyage, is the ſweet influ- 
n con-W ence of his Pure and Holy SPIRIT. The port 
bY one. ye are bound to, is the harbour of the heavenly 
„he will Jeruſalem; and our hope, like an anchor, is 
hee not; Readily fixed upon the beach, that is bordering 
denn upon the haven of everlaſting joy and repoſe, 
JESUsMM and immediately enters into that within the val, 
ſurety, ſee Lev. xvi. 13. The blood of the ſin- 

oſſering was to be ſprinkled within the vail 
hed if of the temple, which ſeparated between the 
npared8 holy of holies and the body of the temple. 
he ſoul The blood was to be ſprinkled both upon the 
elm i mercy-ſeat and before the mercy-ſeat. Ana- 
ctionM logus hereto, our faith applies, and our hope 
the ſa lays hold upon the blood and merits of our 
a mu Saviour, who is entered into heaven in our 
k ſand nature and our name, and there cauſes the 
nel throne to be a throne of mercy, _ ſur- 
ation rounded with his blood. It poor ſinners 
ing u and in a ſuppliant poſture before the throne, 
ou there is acceptance, there is peace, love and 
[nar mercy ſeated there for their ſupport; and 
ut101,8 this hope, like an anchor, is ſtayed upon 


art, H CurisT, as upon a rock, which will pre- 
LON ſerve us ſtedfaſt and unſhaken, let the hurri- 
ye eane be ever ſo violent or tempeſtuous. In 
mel 
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Pry” 
wounded, but never deſtroyed, for we art 
kept through faith by the power of GOD unte 
eternal ſaluution. This hope purifies the 
heart; it is a lively hope, a good hope 
through grace, the natural effett of a re- 
newed and of a regenerate ſtate: all its ex- 
pectations are built upon ſure foundations, 
which are Gop's unchangeable love, truth, 
faithfulneſs, oaths, promiſes, and atonement, 
Heb. vi. 17. You may ſee from hence the 
vaſt difference there is between the hope of 
the hypocrite -and*the ſincere Chriſtian: the 
hope of the former is built upon the ſand; 
but the hope of the latter upon the Rock of 
ages. The one is unrenewed, and ſolely de- 
pends upon a ſelt-righteouſneſs, a merciful 
GoD, and a future amendment of lite; but 
the other ſtakes his All upon a reconciled 
GoD in CHRIST, independent of the works 
of the law. 

I ſhould rejoice if I could afford you any 
help or 22 in this way, and I would 
the rather exert myſelf at this ſeaſon, upon 
this account, that a deadneſs of late has in. 
vaded the churches in general. And may 
the LoRD revive: his work! My Chriſtian' 
love to you all. Pray: for me, that I may 
be made uſeful in CHRIST's vineyard, who 
am, dear friends, your poor. unworthy bros | 
ther in CHRIST, our common Redeemer, 


Salisbury. cp H. PHILIPS. 


